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Weekly Pastoral Reflection  
The Church today stands with Peter in prison and Paul at the end of his journey, and 
hears Christ restoring and redirecting both. Faith is not a single moment of clarity but 
a lifelong weaving of rescue and response. There are times we are carried out of 
confinement, and times we are asked simply to endure faithfully. There are moments 
of failure that become the very ground of renewed calling. Peter is restored by love, 
not perfection. Paul is crowned not for success, but perseverance. And the Church is 
reminded that discipleship is never comparison, never competition, but steady 
attention to Christ’s voice: “Follow me.” In every season, God is present, opening 
doors, standing beside us, and leading us onward. 
 

Sentence & Prayer of the Day 
 

Sentence:  Peter says to Jesus, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ 
                                                                                                                               John 21.17  
Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, whose apostles Peter and Paul glorified you in their 
deaths as in their lives:  grant that your Church, inspired by their teaching and example, 
and knit together in unity by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
 

Readings 
 
 

First Reading from Acts 12.1-11 
1About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the 
church. 2He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 3After he saw that 
it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of 
Unleavened Bread.) 4When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him 
over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people 
after the Passover. 5While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God 
for him.  
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6The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, 
was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping 
watch over the prison. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in 
the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the 
chains fell off his wrists. 8The angel said to him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your 
sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ 
9Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with 
the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10After they had passed 
the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, 
when suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I am 
sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and 
from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’  
Hear the Word of the Lord.                                  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Biblical background Peter is imprisoned during a time of persecution. The Church 
prays, and God sends an angel to free him from chains and guarded doors. 
Meaning & relevance today God is present in what feels locked and impossible. 
Even when circumstances look sealed, divine freedom is already at work. 
Reflection question Where in my life do I need to trust that God can open what feels 
firmly shut? 
 

Psalm  87 
1 He has founded it upon a holy hill: 
and the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
2 Glorious things shall be spoken of you: 
O Zion, city of our God. 
3 I might speak of my kindred in Egypt or in Babylon: 
in Philistia, Tyre or Nubia, where each was born. 
4 But of Zion it shall be said: 
many were born in her, he that is Most High has established her. 
5 When the Lord draws up the record of the nations: 
he shall take note where everyone was born. 
6 And the singers and the dancers together: 
Shall make their song to your name. 
 

Second Reading from 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 4.17-18 
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure 
has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will give to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who 
have longed for his appearing.  17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so 
that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear 
it.  So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 



18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom.  
To him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
Hear the Word of the Lord                                                                 THANKS BE TO GOD 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Biblical background Paul writes near the end of his life, reflecting on faithfulness, 
loneliness, and God’s sustaining presence. 
Meaning & relevance today A life of faith is not measured by comfort or success, 
but by perseverance and trust that God remains present to the end. 
Reflection question What would it look like for me to finish my “race” with 
faithfulness rather than comparison? 
 

The Holy Gospel 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 15-22 
                     GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST 
15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do 
you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, 
do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 
me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he 
said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten 
your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch 
out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where 
you do not wish to go.’ 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would 
glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 20Peter turned and saw the disciple 
whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at 
the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ 21When Peter saw 
him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’ 22Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that 
he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’                                       
For the Gospel of the Lord                                      PRAISE TO YOU LORD JESUS CHRIST 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Biblical background The risen Jesus restores Peter after his denial and calls him to 
follow, redirecting him away from comparison with others. 
Meaning & relevance today Christ restores us from failure and calls us to our own 
unique path of discipleship without comparing our journey to others. 
Reflection question Where am I being invited to stop comparing and simply follow 
Jesus? 
 
 

News & Notices 
 

Gympie Winter Shelter:  We had three guests this week.  With the help of the 
volunteers, guests made use of the Parish Centre facilities and enjoyed hospitality 
and warmth away from the elements.     Thank you to all involved. 
 



 

THIS WEEK:  Sun:   8.30 am & 5.30 pm Gympie; 9.30 am Rainbow Beach  | 
Tue:  5.00 pm Meditation | Wed: 12.00 noon Service 
 

Sunday’s 5.30 pm ZOOM Link: Zoom information is the same each week  
Web address:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7246788483  Meeting ID:  724 678 8483  

 

Prayers for those in need 
 

Jim Alford;  David Arthur;  Azzrah;  Nicholas Barrett;  Doug Collins & Family;  
Pam Dorman;  Jill, Holly & Alby;  Joyce Gall;  Allan Gall;  Peter Gall; Glennys;  Jenny;  
Lillian Lochel;  Marquita;  Marnie Richards;  Shirley Summerville;  Graham and Beris 
Trainer;  Robyn Vagg;  Rhonda Weller & family;  Melodie Zylstra. 
Thanksgiving for the life of:  Max Weller 
 
 

How to contribute to our Church financial ly 
Deposits may be made by internet transfer from your bank direct to our Church  
    Bank Account using the following  information: 
Account Name:   Anglican Parish Gympie   BSB: 704-901  Accnt Number: 0000 5910 
                               Please use all the four zeros when entering the Accnt No.. 

 
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Physical & Postal Address: 15 Amy St, Gympie 4570  
Phone: 07 5482 2629 Mobile: 0408 745 024   
Email: gympie@anglicanchurchsq.org.au     Website: www.anglicangympie.org.au 
Find us on Facebook: Anglican Church Gympie / Mainly music  /  Fancy That Op Shop 
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