OUR MISSION:
Living and telling the good news of Jesus Christ,

f’lngliﬁn reaching out to all in love and service.
- OUR VISION: To be an outward looking Church

18th October 2026

Loving God, help us to live faithfully in this
world while remembering that our lives
ultimately belong to you. Walk with us,
guide our choices, and make our faith
visible through love, hope and compassion.
Amen.
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Weekly Pastoral Reflection

Jesus is asked a political question: should people pay taxes to Caesar? It is a trap
designed to force Jesus into one side or another. Instead, Jesus changes the question:
“Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God.” His words
invite us to examine our deepest loyalties. We have responsibilities in society, to our
families, communities and nation. But our ultimate identity does not belong to
politics, money, success or public opinion. We belong to God. And to live faithfully in
the world while remembering where our deepest allegiance lies: with the God who
walks with us.

Sentence & Prayer of the Da

Sentence: Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are
God’s. Matthew 22.21

Prayer of the Day: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory
among the nations: grant that your Church throughout the world may persevere with
steadfast faith in proclaiming the cross to be the way that leads to life eternal; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Readings

First Reading from Exodus 33.12-23

2Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this people”; but you
have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, “I know you by
name, and you have also found favour in my sight.” 3 Now if | have found favour in your
sight, show me your ways, so that | may know you and find favour in your sight.
Consider too that this nation is your people. **He said, ‘My presence will go with you,
and | will give you rest” **And he said to him, ‘If your presence will not go, do not carry
us up from here. ®For how shall it be known that | have found favour in your sight, |
and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, | and your
people, from every people on the face of the earth. ¥The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will
do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favour in my sight, and |
know you by name.” *¥Moses said, ‘Show me your glory, | pray.
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¥And he said, ‘1 will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before
you the name, “The Lord”; and | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will
show mercy on whom | will show mercy. But’, he said, ‘you cannot see my face; for
no one shall see me and live.’ 2!And the Lord continued, ‘See, there is a place by me
where you shall stand on the rock; 22and while my glory passes by | will put you in a
cleft of the rock, and | will cover you with my hand until | have passed by; Zthen | will
take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen’

Hear the Word of the Lord. THANKS BE TO GOD.

Biblical background: Moses asks God for guidance and, above all, for God’s presence
to go with Israel. He asks to see God’s glory, and God responds by revealing his
goodness while protecting Moses from seeing God’s face directly.

Relevance today: We often want certainty about the future. This passage reminds us
that we may not have all the answers, but we can seek God’s presence and trust that
we are not walking alone.

Reflection question: Where in my life do | most need to recognise God’s presence
and guidance?

Psalm 99

! The Lord is king, let the nations tremble:

he is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake.

2The Lord is great in Zion:

he is high above all nations.

3 Let them praise your great and terrible name:

for holy is the Lord.

4 The Mighty One is king and loves justice:

you have established equity, you have dealt righteousness and justice in Jacob.
> 0 exalt the Lord our God:

and bow down before his footstool, for he is holy.

® Moses and Aaron among his priests,

and Samuel among those who call upon his name:

they called to the Lord and he answered.

” He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud:

they kept to his teachings and the law that he gave them.

8 You answered them, O Lord our God:

you were a forgiving God to them, and pardoned their wrongdoing.
9 0 exalt the Lord our God:

and bow down towards his holy hill, for the Lord our God is holy.

Second Reading from 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10

paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ:Grace to you and peace. 2We always give thanks to God for all of
you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and
Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. *For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen
you, Sbecause our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of




people we proved to be among you for your sake. ®8And you became imitators of us
and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by
the Holy Spirit, ’so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and
in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia
and Achaia, but in every place where your faith in God has become known, so that we
have no need to speak about it. °For the people of those regions report about us what
kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve
a living and true God, ®and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Hear the Word of the Lord THANKS BE TO GOD

Biblical background: Paul writes to the young Christian community in Thessalonica,
giving thanks for their faith, love and hope. Their lives have become a witness to
others, and their faith is spreading beyond their own community.

Relevance today: Our churches witness to Christ not only through worship and
preaching, but through hospitality, compassion, generosity and practical care for
others.

Reflection question: What do my daily actions say about the faith | profess?

The Holy Gospel

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 22.15-33

GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST
5Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. ¢So they sent
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you
are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference
to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Y’Tell us, then, what you think.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ 8But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? *Show me the coin used for the
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this,
and whose title?” 2They answered, ‘The emperor’s! Then he said to them, ‘Give
therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that
are God’s! 2When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went
away. ZThe same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no resurrection;
and they asked him a question, saying, #*'Teacher, Moses said, “If a man dies childless,
his brother shall marry the widow, and raise up children for his brother” *Now there
were seven brothers among us; the first married, and died childless, leaving the widow
to his brother. 26The second did the same, so also the third, down to the seventh. ?’Last
of all, the woman herself died. 28In the resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will
she be? For all of them had married her’ 2Jesus answered them, ‘You are wrong,
because you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God. *For in the
resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in
heaven. 3'And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to
you by God, 3%l am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He
is God not of the dead, but of the living 33And when the crowd heard it, they were
astounded at his teaching.
For the Gospel of the Lord PRAISE TO YOU LORD JESUS CHRIST




Biblical background: The religious leaders try to trap Jesus with the question about
paying taxes to Caesar. Jesus responds, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” The Sadducees then question
him about resurrection, and Jesus points them towards the living God.

Relevance today: In a world where politics, money and public opinion can dominate
our lives, Jesus calls us to live faithfully without allowing any earthly power to
become our ultimate authority.

Reflection question: What belongs to Caesar in my life, and what belongs to God?

GOLD RUSH FESTIVAL FINALE - COMBINED CHURCH SERVICE: THIS AFTERNOON!
Oct 18™ at 4:00 pm at Stan Baker Hall in Cooloola Christian College, 1 College Rd,
Southside. All welcome. Sausage Sizzle & Snowcones. Tea and Coffee provided.

ALL SOULS DAY: 15t Nov 2026. Names of loved ones passed may be added to the list at
the back of the Church to commemorate those who have gone before us to their
eternal rest. You may also contact the office to leave names- Office details below.

MELBOURNE CUP LUNCHEON: Tues, 3" Nov, starting 11 am, for a delicious lunch and
watch the race on a big screen. Come dressed up, enjoy a Fashion Parade by Fancy That
Op Shop, Sweeps. $25 per person. Bookings call Church Office details below or put
your name on the list at the back of the church.

PARISH PANTRY: Thank you for your continued donations of non-perishable food
supplies for our community assistance pantry.

THIS WEEK: Sun: 8.30 am & 5.30 pm Gympie; 9.30 am Rainbow Beach |
Mon: 9.30 am Mainly Music | Tue: 5.00 pm Meditation | Wed: 12.00 noon
Service. | Thurs: 1 pm Bible Study

Sunday’s 5.30 pm ZOOM Link: Zoom information is the same each week
Web address: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7246788483 Meeting ID: 724 678 8483

Prayers for those in need

Jim Alford; David Arthur; Azzrah; Nicholas Barrett; Pam Dorman; Jill, Holly & Alby;
Christian Ford; Joyce Gall; Allan Gall; Peter Gall; Glennys; Jenny; Lillian Lochel; Val
McClurg; Daniel Saunders; Shirley Summerville; Graham and Beris Trainer; Robyn
Vagg, Melodie Zylstra.

Years Mind: Tony Doyle (Son of Shirley & the late Errol Doyle)

How to contribute to our Church financiall

Deposits may be made by internet transfer from your bank direct to our Church
Bank Account using the following information:
Account Name: Anglican Parish Gympie BSB: 704-901 Accnt Number: 0000 5910
Please use all the four zeros when entering the Accnt No.

SEE FLYERS ON FOLLOWING PAGES
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THE GOLD RUSH FESTIVAL FINALE

Stan Baker Hall - CCC
1 College Road Southside
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Come and discover the treasure
that is worth more than gold.

Sunday 18th October

Everyone welcome.

Sausage Sizzle Combined Church

& Snowcones ~Service
Proceeds: In Partnership With

Hope Reins & T GYMPIE
Positive SIFive /\ N

Tea & Coffee Provided FESTIVAL




All Souls’ Dag

‘May the souls of the faithful departed
m@gh the mercy of God, rest in p

Names of loved ones passed may be placed on the list at the
back of St Peter’s or contact the church office (54822628 or
0408745024)

Names will be read out during the Service
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Df::rcllcol:l : Fashion Parade Sweeps Watchlng the Race
by Fancy that Great prizes ona Blg TV
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St Peter’s Anglican Church ~ Contact Marissa on

Gympie | —— {. 07 5482 2629 / 0408 745 024
= gympie@anglicanchurchsg.org.au

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Physical & Postal Address: 15 Amy St, Gympie 4570

Phone: 07 5482 2629 Mobile: 0408 745 024

Email: gympie@anglicanchurchsg.org.au Website: www.anglicangympie.org.au
Find us on Facebook: Anglican Church Gympie / Mainly music / Fancy That Op Shop
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